BASS   FISHING IN   AREA  LAKES

For the eighth year in a row Konawa Lake ranked number one in the number of bass caught per hour in reservoirs over 1,000 acres according to the 2006 spring electrofishing data recently released by the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation.  Covering 1,300 acres in Seminole County, Konawa produced 132 bass per hour of electrofishing during this year's surveys.  "It's really no surprise Konawa is number one again - it is simply a great bass lake. Not only does Konawa have good numbers of bass, the population is also well balanced - it ranked first in the number of larger bass (over 14 inches) among lakes over 1,000 acres in the survey," said Kim Erickson, fisheries chief for the Wildlife Department.


Coming in second was Ft. Gibson Lake, which produced 114 bass per hour during this year's electrofishing bass surveys.  

Sooner Lake, north of Stillwater, ranked third with 101 bass per hour. 

Ranking fourth was McGee Creek Lake (86 bass per hour).

Tenkiller Lake (69 bass per hour) rounding out the top five.  While Tenkiller Lake once again ranked in the top five, bass numbers were significantly lower than previous years according to Jim Burroughs, northeast region fisheries supervisor for the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation.  "The survey showed lower numbers at Tenkiller, but we don't think this is an accurate reflection of the health of the bass fishery. Sampling at Tenkiller was difficult this year because of low lake levels due to drought conditions and repairs being made to the dam," said Burroughs. "Many of the areas we normally sample were inaccessible and these conditions likely led to the lower than normal catch rates from spring electrofishing samples. The good news is that water levels have now returned to near normal conditions."
 

